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Legal Issues Facing Japan
on Vacant Housing and Abandoned Land
in an Aging and Depopulating Society

November 17 (Sat.), 2018

Auditorium (The Amano Teiyu Hall), Dokkyo University
Japanese and French (simultaneous interpretation provided)
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The 30th Dokkyo International Forum 2018

Legal Issues Facing Japan on Vacant Housing and Abandoned Land
in an Aging and Depopulating Society

Date: November 17 (Sat.), 2018
Venue: Auditorium (The Amano Teiyu Hall),
Dokkyo University
Language: Japanese and French
(simultaneous interpretation provided)
Free Admission
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The 30th Dokkyo International Forum 2018

Legal Issues Facing Japan on Vacant Housing and Abandoned Land in an Aging and Depopulating Society
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Overview

This year’ s International Forum addresses some of the most recent and most
pressing issues facing Japan as a result of its ongoing depopulation: an almost
uncontrollable increase in the number of vacant houses, and abandoned or
ownerless properties; and the promotion of policies to advance the design
concept of the “compact city” as a means to counter them. By using case studies
based on France’ s paradigm, we intend to draw comparisons and clarify current
conditions here in Japan in order to build on the initiatives implemented by local
authorities.

Time Table

The topics addressed by this year’ s International Forum rely on the outcomes of
the international research cooperation program called, “Local Government
Policies and Land Policies in Europe and Japan,” in 2014 and 2015 within the
framework of an exchange agreement between Dokkyo University and the
University Paris 1 School of Geography. This year’ s International Forum is also
aiming to advance our knowledge of the local initiatives, by combining scholarly
expertise and the “hands-on” knowledge of local administrative representatives
and legal practitioners from both France and Japan.

10:30-10:45 Opening Ceremony / Tadashi INUI (President, Dokkyo University)

10:45-11:00 The Housing Vacancy Problem in Japan and China / Natacha AVELINE (Research Director, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS))

Session 1 Vacant House and Lot

11:00-11:30 Vacant Housing and Shops: an Opportunity to Accelerate the Urban Regeneration? The Example of Saint-Etienne (Loire, France)

Remi DORMOIS (Deputy General Director, Saint-Etienne Métropole)

11:30-12:00 Empty Homes in Japan: Situations, Measures and Tough Challenges / Toru KURAHASHI (Professor, Dokkyo University)
12:00-12:25 Vacant House Measures in Soka City / Hajime ISHIKURA (Director, Department of Civil Life, Soka City)
12:25-12:45 The Experience of America’s Land-Banking System and Japanese Properties with Negative Value

Tomoyoshi OTSU (Journalist, The Asahi Shimbun)

13:45-14:15 Measures Against Ownerless Real Estate in France

Session 2 Unclaimed Property

Daniel POLVERELLI (General Secretary, the Economic Development Agency of Corsica)

14:15-14:35 The Issue of Ownerless Real Estate in Japan / Junnosuke TAKAYANAGI(Chairman, Saitama Tochikaoku Chosashikai)

14:35-14:55 The Issue of Ownerless Real Estate in Japan as Seen from the Viewpoint of a Judicial Scrivener

Ken YOSHIDA (Judicial Scrivener, Saitama Shiho-Shoshi Lawyer’s Association)

14:55-15:15 Comment: Shunichiro KOYANAGI (Professor, Dokkyo University)

Session 3 Compact City

15:35-16:05 Adapting Large Cities to the Needs of Elderly Citizens Through Compact City Policies: France-Japan Perspectives
Sophie BUHNIK (Researcher, French Research Institute on Japan at Maison franco-japonaise)

16:05-16:25 Current Situations and Problems Linked to compact city policy / Toshikazu SUTO (Professor, Meikai University)

16:25-16:45 Housing Loan and Elderly Care in an Aging Society / Kazuhiko TAYA (Professor, Toyo University)

16:45-17:00 Closing Ceremony / Atsushi YAMAMOTO (Director of the International Center, Dokkyo University)

Moderator: Natacha AVELINE
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Professor, Dokkyo University



